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New school
committee
member wants
‘normal’ back
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Yesterday’s question results (204 votes)
Do you still watch ‘saturday night live?’
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Today’s Question
are you hoping to get back to
attending concerts this summer?

Yes or no
Vote at lowellsun.com

BEaCoNHILLRoLLCaLL

Attendance check on
Beacon Hill
Five reps have missed at
least one roll call vote.
Page 5a

LowELL

Police still trying to
ID man’s body
hope two hints — dentures
and cross necklace — lead
to identification. Page 3a Yes no
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By prudence Brighton
Correspondent

dRaCUT»Election night results
brought good news to two re-
tired firefighters but bad news
to three candidates associated
with Dracut Access Television,

which has beenmired in a long-
running dispute with the Board
of Selectmen over finances and
accountability.
Incumbent Selectman Joe

DiRocco — a frequent critic of
DATV and a retired fire chief —

ELECTIoN » 4a

Three candidates associated with
Dracut Access Television defeated

cableaccess ties not
awinning program

transmission of COVID-19 as de-
fined by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the NPS
will encourage a minimum of 6
feet of physical distancing be-
tween individuals or household
units and require mask-wearing
when physical distancing cannot
be maintained.”

MUSIC » 6a

Series takes place at Boarding
House Park, which is federal
property, so any events held
there must adhere to National
Park Service COVID-19 guid-
ance, even if state or local guid-
ance is different.
And that current NPS guid-

ance states that “during periods
of significant or high community

person can maintain adequate
social distancing, and as of Aug.
1, all other businesses will be al-
lowed to reopen or operate with-
out capacity limitations.
That would appear to raise the

curtain on this summer’s Lowell
Summer Music Series.
There’s just one small prob-

lem. The Lowell Summer Music

effective April 30, and relaxing
other pandemic-related business
restrictions beginningMay 10, it
wasmusic to the ears of live-mu-
sic lovers.
Indeed, masks are no longer

required outdoors as long as the

By EdHannon
Correspondent

When Gov. Charlie Baker an-
nounced in late April that his ad-
ministration was lifting the
state’s outdoor mask mandate,

With auditorium as backup plan

Lowell Summer Music Series is on
SpECIfICS INfLUx

dRaCUTELECTIoN

Julia Malakie Photos / lowell sun

Dracut town election poll workers, including teller Denise Belleville, clerk Michael Brunelle, his wife, teller linda Brunelle, and teller Denise
Christian, work at the Richardson school polling place. Below, Joe DiRocco and his wife Jeanne DiRocco campaign for his re-election on sat-
urday with supporters edward ayotte, leo Vezina and Paul Murphy, all of Dracut.

By debbie Hovanasian
Special to The Sun

dRaCUT» In an average Catholic
parish, one priest is often re-
sponsible for ministering to
hundreds of parishioners regis-
tered to their parish.
In Dracut, the Rev. Sean Ma-

her, administrator at St. Francis
Parish, is assisted by Deacon
Mike Tompkins, staff and many
devoted volunteers. However, he
is the sole priest assigned to a
very busy parish.
“I had often felt bad about not

being able to spend more time
with people who needed some-
one to accompany them with
faith during a difficult moment,”
he said.
Maher learned from another

parish about the StephenMinis-
try, a lay group that walks along-
side others during life’s difficul-
ties. Promptly, he appealed to
parishioners whomight be inter-
ested in being trained as Ste-
phenMinisters to confidentially
support others through health
issues, job loss, grief, strained re-
lationships, loneliness and
more.
“It is rooted in faith and ac-

knowledges howwe are called to
MINISTRy » 4a

dRaCUT

Leaning on
Stephen
Ministers
Laypeople step in
to support others
through life’s
challenges
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Bruins can
control their
own destiny
with two wins
Sports»9a
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Man kills 6,
then self, at
birthday party
in Colorado
Nation»6a

NOW OPEN
MASSACHUSETTS’ PREMIER CANNABIS PROVIDER

Superior Quality Selection

GreenStarHerb.com
200 Beacham St, Chelsea, MA 02150

(June 2021)

Experience The Best

19 SCHOOL ST.
DRACUT, MA

CANNABIS
24 Main St, Maynard, MA 01754

NOW OPEN
(March 2021)

Marijuana is available under Massachusetts State Law, however it is illegal under Federal law, and Marijuana products may be purchased or possessed only by persons 21 years of age or older. Keep out of the reach of
children. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of marijuana. This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming.
There may be health risk associated with consumption of this product. National Poison Control Center 1-800-22-1222 Massachusetts State License No. MRN 282297 Maynard, MRN 282048 Dracut, MRN 282034



LSMS General Manager Peter
Aucella told The Sun on Friday
afternoon, “This requirement is
not feasible for the Lowell Sum-
mer Music Series since the park
is not large enough to meet the
social-distancing requirement
and accommodate the numbers
of ticket purchases needed to
make the series economically
feasible.”
Before we turn on the lights

and send everyone home, it’s im-
portant to remember the time-
tested adage: The show must go
on.
Yes, the Lowell SummerMusic

Series will happen this year!
But much like everything else

with the pandemic and reopen-
ing, what it will look like when it
reopens is as clear as mud.
For now, the questions that re-

main unanswered are where the
show will go on, when the show
will go on, who will be at the
show, and howwill it all come to-
gether.
Let’s take them in order.
Where will the Lowell Sum-

mer Music Series take place?
This is the crux of the entire

discussion and hinges entirely
on whether existing federal
guidance will be in place
throughout the summer.
If the National Park Service

loosens its restrictions by Aug. 1,
the 2021 LSMS lineup will take
place at Boarding House Park. If
that does not happen, the con-
certs will take place at Lowell
Memorial Auditorium.
Whenwill the Lowell Summer

Music Series take place, andwho
will be performing?
There are six confirmed shows

in the 2021 lineup: Colin Hay
Band on Aug. 7; J.J. Grey & Mof-
ro on Aug. 12; Tower of Power on
Aug. 14 (formerly Aug. 21); Ken-
ny Wayne Shepherd on Aug. 20
(formerly July 16); JohnHiatt on
Sept. 3; and Los Lobos on Sept.
16 (formerly June 24).
A handful of additional shows

are confirmed but not yet an-
nounced. Those announcements
will take place soon, and Aucella
told The Sun he is working on

Music
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la sent an email out to LSMS
partners letting them know the
2021 lineup was on thin ice. One
of the recipients of that email
was Pete Lally, who heads the
Lowell Management Group that
runs the Lowell Memorial Audi-
torium and has helped LSMS
with the logistics of putting on
the concert series in recent
years.
That’s when Lally stepped in,

telling Aucella, “Let’s work
something out.”
Here’s what they worked out.
The concerts are booked for

Lowell Memorial Auditorium,
though, as Aucella said, “There
are a lot of us who believe that by
August, the federal rules will be
reduced. They aren’t booking
anything for Boarding House
Park before that.We’re hoping to
continue to be an outdoor se-
ries.”
Fortunately, the auditorium

has the ability to host concerts.
Plus, there’s a financial upside
for LSMS. “It will be less of an ex-
pense for us than to run the
shows outside,” Aucella said.
If the shows do end up at

BoardingHouse Park and there’s
rain in the forecast, they will

move back to Lowell Memorial
Auditorium rather than Lowell
High School, as has been the case
previously.
What will concerts at the audi-

torium look like?
Lowell Memorial Auditorium

has a 2,800-seat capacity. Board-
ing House Park has about a
1,800-seat capacity, but as Aucel-
la points out, “We don’t do all
our shows at 1,800 capacity. We
made it a point, even as this was
all beginningMarch 2020, to not
book Lyle Lovett, B-52s, Indigo
Girls or Beach Boys — that sells
out the park.
“These acts we booked, some

will do 500 to 700 people, others
will do 800 to 1,000, but we’re
not getting to 1,800. Now, if you
move those shows into the audi-
torium, you’ve got double or
even triple the number of seats
for the number of people who
will be there.”
Mind you, if the shows are in-

doors, according to state guide-
lines, they could run at 100% ca-
pacity. Suffice to say, social
distancing will not be an issue.
Aucella said LSMS officials

will engage the city Board of
Health to discuss what protocols

must be followed.
“If masks are required, we’ll

do our best to enforce that,” he
said. “I’ll probably be sitting
there wearing one.”
LSMS is using digital ticketing

this year, scanning tickets as
people arrive. That shouldmini-
mize waiting lines.
There will be no food conces-

sions this year.
“Themessage we will tell peo-

ple is, ‘Come early, eat down-
town. Help the restaurants that
badly need it,’” Aucella said.
Don’t expect opening acts or

artist meet-and-greets.
“I think people want to get out

and see livemusic,” Aucella said.
“They’re coming for the headlin-
er. I don’t think we want to ex-
tend how much time they want
to be there.”
Expect to have fun seeing art-

ists you love in either a great out-
door setting or a historic indoor
setting.
“We’re feeling good that the

artists are with us,” Aucella said.
“With the help of the auditori-
um, we’re going to get there.
We’re optimistic we’ll be out-
doors for shows, but time will
tell.”

JULiA MALAkiE / LOWELL SUN

Barenaked Ladies performs at Boarding house Park during the Lowell Summer Music Series in 2014. the se-
ries will return this year, with help from the Lowell Memorial Auditorium.

getting evenmore shows into the
condensed 2021 lineup. A nor-
mal LSMS lineup has 16 shows,
and Aucella hopes to get close to
that number this year.
Two shows that were in the

2021 lineup have been moved to
the 2022 calendar. Gaelic Storm
moves from June 25, 2021, to
June 24, 2022, and Joss Stone
moves from July 10, 2021, to June
25, 2022.
Aucella said Gaelic Storm’s

calendar this year
is filled and there
was no room to fit
them into the
2021 schedule,
while Stone’s tour
originates in the
U.K., so she has
postponed it until

next year.
How did this all come togeth-

er?
Pour yourself a pot of coffee

(or a cold beverage) and settle in,
folks. This is the story of a strate-
gic partnership that came to-
gether just in the nick of time.
“We were on hold until the

governor came out with his last
announcement on April 27,”
Aucella said. “At that time, he
said effective Aug. 1, remaining
industries are permitted to re-
open at 100% capacity with all
restrictions removed, and the-
aters and performance venues
are in that category.”
Aucella said he has beenwork-

ing with state Sen. Edward Ken-
nedy of Lowell to advocate to
government officials that venues
cannot open at a moment’s no-
tice.
“You need lead time,” Aucella

said.
Boarding House Park at 50%

capacity wouldmean 924 people,
the minimum Aucella said it
would take for LSMS to struggle
to stay afloat.
The problem comes in those

federal guidelines that mandate
6 feet social distancing between
parties.
“If we do that, we can’t even

hit 500 people,” Aucella said,
which means the bills don’t get
paid, the artists don’t get paid
and the vendors don’t get paid.
LSMS was stuck between a

rock concert and a hard place.
That was oneweek ago. Aucel-

Aucella

names that include Subox-
one — is a prescription
drug used to treat opioid
dependence, according to
the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency.
Gonzalez was placed un-

der arrest and charged
with traffickingmore than
10 grams of fentanyl, dis-
tribution of a Class A sub-
stance, possession with in-
tent to distribute a Class A
substance and possession
of a Class B substance. Po-
lice said Gonzalez was also
charged with being a fugi-
tive from justice, though
the details of that alleged
crime were not revealed in
the press release.
Duchesne and Shirk

were both released on $40
cash bail, while Gonzalez
remains in police custody.
All three men are sched-
uled to be arraigned in
Lowell District Court on
Monday.

Follow Aaron Curtis on
Twitter @aselahcurtis

Police
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Colorado springs, Colo.

(ap)» A gunman opened
fire at a birthday party in
Colorado, slaying six
adults before killing him-
self Sunday, police said.
The shooting happened

just after midnight in a
mobile home park on the
east side of Colorado
Springs, police said.
Officers arrived at a

trailer to find six dead
adults and a man with se-
rious injuries who died
later at a hospital, the
Colorado Springs Gazette
reported.
The suspected shooter

was the boyfriend of a fe-
male victim at the party
attended by friends, fami-
ly and children. He
walked inside and opened
fire before shooting him-
self, police said.
The birthday party was

for one of the people
killed, police said.

Neighbor Yenifer Reyes
told The Denver Post she
woke to the sound of
many gunshots.
“I thought it was a

thunderstorm,” Reyes
said. “Then I started hear-
ing sirens.”
Police brought children

out of the trailer and put
them into at least one pa-
trol car, she said, adding
that the children were
“crying hysterically.”
Authorities say the

children, who weren’t
hurt in the attack, have
been placed with rela-
tives.
Police on Sunday

hadn’t released the iden-
tities of the shooter or vic-
tims. Authorities say a
motive wasn’t immediate-
ly known.
“My heart breaks for

the families who have lost
someone they love and for
the children who have lost

their parents,” Colorado
Springs Police Chief Vince
Niski said in a statement.
It was Colorado’s worst

mass shooting since a
gunman killed 10 people
at a Boulder supermarket

March 22.
“The tragic shooting in

Colorado Springs is dev-
astating,” Gov. Jared Polis
said Sunday, “especially
as many of us are spend-
ing the day celebrating

the women in our lives
who have made us the
people we are today.”
Colorado Springs, pop-

ulation 465,000, is Colo-
rado’s second-biggest city
after Denver.

man kills 6, then self, in colorado
birthdaypartyshooting

JEriLEE BENNEtt / thE GAzEttE

Family and friends of the victims who died in a shooting, comfort each down the street
from the scene in Colorado Springs, Colo., on Sunday.
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Patients ≈ Survivors ≈ Caregivers
Mass in Honor of Patron Saint of Cancer Patients
On Wednesday, May 12th, 2021 (Ascension Thursday Eve), a

Mass will be celebrated at 6:30 P.M. in honor of St. Peregrine

at the Immaculate Conception Church on East Merrimack

Street in Lowell. St. Peregrine is the patron Saint of cancer

patients, and is the Saint many cancer patients, family members,

and friends pray to for comfort and strength.

During the Mass the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick will be

offered to cancer patients and any person who wishes to partake

of this Sacrament of God’s healing. ALL ARE WELCOME.
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Fred C. Church Insurance

Francis E. Provencher Insurance

The Lowell Five

Enterprise Bank and Trust Company

Washington Savings Bank

Lowell General Hospital

Lowell Sun Charities.Inc

All Sports Promotions

Flowers By Albert

McKenna-Ouellette D’Amato Funeral Home

Commencement Photos, Inc

Gallagher & Cavanaugh, LLP

Mrs. Nancy L. Donahue

O’Donnell Funeral Home

Trinity EMS

General Contractor 978-304-1666 35 Years’ Experience

JUNK REMOVAL – CLEAN OUTS
WE REMOVE EVERYTHING

• Estates • Garage
• Basements • Attics
Dumpster Available

Skid Steer Rentals Available

DONNIE FULLER CONTRACTING LLC

with or without Operator

Skid Steer
Rentals

Fully Licensed and Insured
www.dfullercontracting.com

978-304-1666
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